





Kansas Water Appropriation Act 1945

o All water is dedicated to the use of the people of
Kansas

 Right to use water is based on prior appropriation or
“First in time - First in Right”

e Limits rights to reasonable needs

e Allows a limited resource to be allocated for
beneficial use and to protect minimum desirable
streamflows

e Protects investments, property rights and the

resource
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Availability of Water in Fully
Aggrogriated or Closed Areas

* |In areas closed to new appropriations of water,
additional water use for population growth, new
industry, or feedlot can be accommodated through
purchase and conversion of existing water rights.

 Changes must pertain to the same local source of
supply.

e Changes from irrigation to another use such as stock
or municipal cannot increase net consumptive use.

 We no longer have to worry about “Use It Or Lose It”
in closed areas of Kansas.
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Kansas Department of Agriculture

Closed and Restricted Areas
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—— Closed Streams, generally excluding
temporary and other small uses in
some cases. See regulation for details. subject to change. The user is referred to

- Closed Area, generally excluding tempaorary

cific policies, regulations, and'or orders
, of the Chiel Engineer.
- and other small uses in some cases. — Streams, surface water generally
See regulation for details.

available, Includes Missouri River.
[ EquusBedsGMD#2 [ BigBendGMD#5

Area subject to Special Restrictions.
See regulation for i

Disclaimer - Features on this map represent

conditions as of the date of the map and are
Western Kansas GMD #1 J-| Northwest Kansas GMD #4

Restricted Streams, specific restrictions
q for and all given in lation.




Example Water Use and Consumptive Use
Thomas County - Random Selection
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Groundwater Impairment Investigations

 We are starting to see impairment complaints in areas
that used to have a robust water supply

e |nvestigations can be very complex
 Administration has curtailed pumping on junior rights.

e USFWS has asked we start an investigation relative to
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge

e Litigation has happened. Junior rights are shut off and
DWR has been ordered by the court to craft a remedy.

e Strict water rights administration is not the preferred
method if we can create a softer landing with LEMAs and

IGUCAS
Kansas

Diepariment of Asrecnlivre
Division of Water Resources



Impairment Investigation Areas
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Figure 1. Lithologic profile of irmigation wells.

IR EEETREE =]

40578 44593 42421 42423
Gooch, Jim Mills, Matt Mills, Douglas | Mills, Douglas
date drilled| 10/27/1993 8M17/2001 41311997 3/19/1997

File na.

g a

maximum
depths
2005-2008

HtumxnEoaes

AR AN A B M DR N NI AN N B A D DD D B W T R BN B 00 S G0 61 G0N 04 0010 BN

Legend

@ Impairment Investigation Areas Points of Diversion




Intensive Groundwater Use Control Areas (IGUCAS)

 Created in 1978 when permits were required

 Water management tool that works in conjunction
with the Kansas Water Appropriation Act

* Allows for more-flexible solutions taking in to
account the area and aquifer

e Provides alternatives to strict administration of water
rights by priority

 Formal public hearings are held
e Decision by chief engineer based on hearing record
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