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Please include:

1. An executive summary of the project:

2. A description of the location (City(s), County(s), etc.), proposed service areas, parners
involved and anticipated improvements.
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3. Goals of the project and community need to address including whether the proposed area is
unserved or economically distressed or what the compelling need is, if served.

4. The proposed infrastruture and access improvements planned, including the number of
proposed connected premisees and community anchor institutions, businesses, or other
organizations and the recipients to be served by the project.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community and service area proposed.


	1: 
	0: Moundridge Telephone Co./Moundridge Communications is proposing two contiguous areas to our current Local Exchange to provide buried fiber optic cable to the premises. One area of the proposal is the community of Elyria, Kansas including the small town and rural area surrounding it.  Moundridge's current exchange area is within 1/2 mile of the proposed area and it would be strategic to utilize our current infrastructure and planned fiber build schedule to facilitate a reliable fiber network for this community. The second area in the proposal is an area north and east of Hesston, Kansas. Again this area is contiguous to our existing exchange and utilizes existing infrastructure.  This area has been abandoned by their Local Exchange Carrier and due to the environmental constraints, buried fiber optic cable to the premises serves as the most reliable and expandable broadband connection. 
	1: The Elyria location proposal is separated by I-135 in McPherson County.  This area would be an edge out of the Moundridge RLEC.  Currently the boundry is within 1/2 mile of the town of Elyria and actually surrounds two sides of the "town proper" on either side of old 81 Hwy.  The eastern area is a continuation north of Moundridge's current exchange. This area is a gap that falls between several providers.The Hesston location included in the proposal again is contiguous with Moundridge's RLEC except in Harvey county.  The location is east of I-135 and north of "Dutch Avenue" a broadband island.  Utilizing existing infrastructure and our current fiber build schedule, we would be able to maximize the States resources to build a fiber connection to an area that has been abandoned by their current price cap carrier and environmentally challenging with foliage and varying terrain creating the need for a buried fiber network to obtain reliable broadband service.

	Text1: 
	1: Moundridge Telephone Company will be deploying a buried, fiber to the premises infrastructure utilizing best practice methods to ensure quality installation and a reliable utilization of company capital investment as well as grant funding investment. The network will be an extension of the existing fiber infrastructure including Gig capacity with the ability to expand to multi-gig.  The proposed areas include a total of 106 locations including several businesses, farm businesses, a school and a church. Both areas are rural with an area covered of 10 square miles.
	0: Moundridge Telephone Company's goal is to provide the best, most reliable local fiber network for our community.  The areas that we are proposing are in our community but separated by an arbitrary line established long ago. Moundridge receives calls from these areas daily requesting service only for them to be told we do not serve that area even though it is sometimes across the road.  Both areas are considered "gap" locations where service may be available to a location within a 1/4 mile, but they are located in a price cap abandonment area or they are surrounded by trees or a small valley. McPherson county is not considered economically distressed, however Harvey county is.

	Text2: Fiber to the premises is a long term investment.  The return on invested capital is lengthy due to the cost of fiber and by utilizing best practice in installation it creates a network that will stand the test of time. The short term benefit is the connection that the highest speed broadband will bring to the communities that have in short been in the "gap" for many years. Other options they have are not reliable and some are cost prohibitive.  These areas deserve investment in their personal lives and businesses after they have been forgotten for so many years. 


