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1. An executive summary of the project:

2. A description of the location (City(s), County(s), etc.), proposed service areas, parners
involved and anticipated improvements.
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3. Goals of the project and community need to address including whether the proposed area is
unserved or economically distressed or what the compelling need is, if served.

4. The proposed infrastruture and access improvements planned, including the number of
proposed connected premisees and community anchor institutions, businesses, or other
organizations and the recipients to be served by the project.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community and service area proposed.


	1: 
	0: The EPIC Touch Broadband Acceleration Grant application proposes to build on the work that the company has already started in Liberal, Kansas. Since 2018, EPIC Touch has been laying a Fiber network in the city, and with the support of the Kansas Deparment of Broadband Development, now has more than 100,000 feet of fiber in the ground. Funds for this project would ensure that more than 850 additional homes and 135 more businesses in Liberal would have access to the best possible broadband internet. Connectivity would be through 100% Fiber-to-the-Premises Broadband Service with redundant routes to the internet backbone. 
	1: This project will take place in Liberal, Seward County, Kansas. 



In 2022, Epic Touch proposes to install fiber-to-the-premises throughout the residential neighborhood from north 8th Street up to 15th Street and Western Avenue to Kansas Avenue and throughout the central business district from Trail Street to 11th Street and Grant Avenue to Washington Avenue. The  build naturally progresses south in the community and connects the next 850 homes to Epic Touch's fiber network. As the build in Liberal continues, this ensures that fiber passes every home available in a neighborhood rather than jumping from one part of town to another. In the central business district, the fiber-to-the-premises will connect more than 135 businesses to the high-speed internet they need to manage their businesses and engage in the both the social media marketing and e-commerce that is standard in today's economy. 

	Text1: 
	1: EPIC Touch has always been dedicated to providing quality service and products to its communities. This project would provide 100% Fiber-to-the-Premises. The residential neighborhood includes more than 850 homes. These families need better access to broadband internet for both education, information, and commerce. More than 135 businesses and anchor institutions would be in this build including the Colvin Adult Learning Center, Baker Arts, City Hall, the Seward County Administration Building, the Seward County Courthouse and Jail, and the Liberal Library. 
	0: The Broadband Acceleration Grant would meet two of the community needs in Liberal, Kansas. First, the region, county, and city are economically distressed with an average median income at 60% of the national average. Our local economy is built on value-added agriculture and the labor-intensive work that is associated with those industries. Broadband opens the opportunity for more knowledge work and a chance for these workers to dream and achieve. 



Second, the families and businesses in this community and region have been underserved or unserved by reliable, high-speed broadband. Students must be able to access education and opportunities through the internet. Southwest Kansas is the only region of the state without a four-year university. Students seeking a bachelor's degree or more are forced to leave or find an online program. Similarly, businesses must be able to reach clients and supply chains with the speed and convenience that their competitors have. These cannot be achieved without a new fiber network that can reach their locations. 

	Text2: The short-term investment benefit to the community, the region, and the state is that this project supports a locally owned and operated company and it puts people to work. Throughout the 2021 build, main-line contractors have been living and working in Liberal, and those contractors are committed to Epic Touch and continuing to work with them and this community on future builds. Epic Touch has also been able to expand its workforce as the need for technicians and support staff has grown. 



The long-term benefits to the community include a better quality of life for the residents in the expansion area, a better means to do business in the retail and service corridor, and a better opportunity to attract people and businesses to Liberal, Kansas. In the summer of 2022, Liberal will participate in the Rural Innovation Initiative through a partnership with the Center on Rural Innovation. This work will be focused on developing a Digital Economy Ecosystem to attract and grow tech companies in Liberal. This will not be feasible without a great fiber network. 



Finally, the longevity of Fiber is clear. EPIC Touch built its fiber network in Elkhart, Kansas nearly fifteen years ago. That fiber is still as reliable and fast today as it was when it was installed. The future-proof technology used by EPIC Touch ensures that changes that occur within the realm of connectivity do not affect their sub-surface products. The fiber built with this grant program will serve the community of LIberal for decades.  


