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Please include:

1. An executive summary of the project:

2. A description of the location (City(s), County(s), etc.), proposed service areas, parners
involved and anticipated improvements.
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3. Goals of the project and community need to address including whether the proposed area is
unserved or economically distressed or what the compelling need is, if served.

4. The proposed infrastruture and access improvements planned, including the number of
proposed connected premisees and community anchor institutions, businesses, or other
organizations and the recipients to be served by the project.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community and service area proposed.


	1: 
	0: Peoples Telecommunications LLC is seeking $1,000,000 under the Kansas Office of Broadband Development's Broadband Acceleration Grant Round 2 to expand high-speed broadband availability and reliability to 430 households, 1 school, 1 library, 35 businesses, and 4 municipal organizations. This fiber-to-the-home project will expand broadband services from Louisburg to LaCygne, Kansas which will include a portion of the city of Lousiburg and  rural Miami County. In addition to this route, People Telecommunications LLC is proposing a route through the city of Parker, Kansas in Linn County. Upon completion of these projects, the residents, businesses, municipalities, a public school, and community library within the counties of Miami and Linn will gain access to Internet speeds up to 1 Gig download by 1 Gig upload. The median speed tests within the proposed project areas are currently less than 25 Mbps download by 3 Mbps upload and compelling need has been demonstrated through an array of letters from residents, business, community institutions, local government, and both community and service partners within the proposed funded service areas. 
	1: The Louisburg to LaCygne Kansas project involves a small portion of the city of Louisburg, KS and focuses on the more rural portions of Miami County. The Parker, KS route is in Linn County. These areas of both Linn and Miami Counties report a median speed test less than 25 Mbps / 3 Mbps.

Upon completion of this project, 471 residences, businesses, schools, libraries, and municipal entities will gain access to affordable and reliable broadband fiber-to-the-home Internet at speeds up to 1 Gig download by 1 Gig upload. 

Peoples Telecommunications has partnered with KFN who received funding in 2020 to serve rural markets in close proximity to Parker and Louisburg with middle-mile fiber network access. As KFN has no plans to provide residential FTTH services, they have partnered with Peoples to apply for this additional funding that will complete the goal of expanding  broadband opportunities to every member within these rural communities.

	Text1: 
	1: The proposed infrastructure will deliver high-speed fiber Internet to 471 locations including a school, library, post office, churches, home-based businesses, town-based businesses, farms, and municipal buildings.   
	0: The median speed test within the proposed project areas in Miami and Linn counties is less than 25 Mbps download by 3 Mbps upload. Beyond that, Peoples Telecommunications has received numerous letters from community members outlining that there is not only a need for higher speed Internet in these areas, but a need for more reliable and affordable service. 

Based on feedback from members and governing bodies of both communities within the proposed project areas, the goal of this project is to broaden the fiber-to-the-home within the community to ensure that every resident, business, anchor institution, and healthcare facility receives equal opportunity - no matter where they live. These members deserve equal access to high speed Internet, and all of the benefits that come with it, as their urban counterparts. With high-speed, reliable Internet comes access to e-learning, homework assistance, telehealth services, the ability to participate in the online economy, and the ability to take advantage of remote work opportunities and expand earning potential. 

In addition, the areas included within the proposed project qualify as economically distressed according to census data, which outlines another compelling need. With access to high-speed Internet at an affordable rate improves local economy, expands earning potential, and allows residents to pursue e-learning opportunities - all factors that aid economically distressed and/or socially vulnerable communities.

	Text2: The short and long-term investment in this project will benefit the communities and the people who live and work within them through improving local economy, reversing population decline, increasing quality of life, and delivering the same resources for success as these communities' urban counterparts. Both project areas are within 60 minutes or less from the Olathe/Overland Park area, which is predicted to continue to expand, bringing in more residents and people looking for homes within that footprint, looking for a great place to live, work, and play. Access to high-speed fiber Internet will bring in more families to these rural areas, increasing home values and boosting economy.   


