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1. An executive summary of the project:

This last mile Fiber-to-the-Premises project will serve 176 unserved households,
businesses, farms and community anchor institutions in Kanwaka and Palmyra
Townships (rural Lawrence) in Douglas County. Midco will improve unserved
broadband service levels to symmetrical 5 Gbps speeds. Building a fiber to the
home plant provides advanced, high-speed broadband services to households,
businesses and farms in the Project Area, improves access to critical school
e-learning and makes agricultural operations, business and government more
efficient. The broadband network will improve access to rural health care resources
and will stimulate a more robust local area economy.

2. A description of the location (City(s), County(s), etc.), proposed service areas, parners
involved and anticipated improvements.

The rural Lawrence Project Area is composed of two sections, located in Kanwaka
Township and Palmyra Township in Douglas County. The Rural West Lawrence
section is in Kanwaka Township, beginning east of E 700th Rd, extending west to E
550th Rd and reaching from the northern end of E 600th Road to the southern
project border of N 1500 Rd. The Rural South Lawrence section is in Palmyra
township, beginning south of Midco’s current plant at the intersection of E 1600th Rd
and E 1650 Rd. The project area continues south to N 600th Rd — reaching the E
1732nd Rd neighborhood. The western border of the Rural South Lawrence project

area is about a quarter mile west of E 1600th Rd and the eastern border is a quarter
mile east of E 1750th Rd.
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3. Goals of the project and community need to address including whether the proposed area is
unserved or economically distressed or what the compelling need is, if served.

Midco’s primary objective is to bring fast, reliable, and affordable broadband service
to the residents, businesses and community institutions of the Project Area. The
proposed project areas are unserved today, without access to consistent and
reliable broadband services of 100/20 Mbps (reliability further challenged due to the
highest available service offerings being delivered via fixed wireless technology).
With Midco’s FTTP network, residents would have access to 5 Gig symmetrical
speeds. Midco is committed to closing the digital divide in Kansas and is committed
to bringing fast, reliable services to the residents of rural Lawrence.

4. The proposed infrastruture and access improvements planned, including the number of
proposed connected premisees and community anchor institutions, businesses, or other
organizations and the recipients to be served by the project.

Midco proposes to build fiber to the premises (FTTP) plant to unserved areas of rural
Lawrence in Douglas County. Midco’s FTTP project will extend reliable broadband
service to 163 homes, 11 businesses and 2 municipal organizations. Service offerings
will be broadband at speeds up to 5 Gbps/5 Ghps, video and telephone service.
Midco is proud to be part of Lifeline and ACP broadband programs (credits $),
allowing credit to be used across all tiers.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community and service area proposed.

This grant would give Midco the opportunity to provide 5 Gig symmetrical speeds to a
community that deserves and requires better broadband service. Building a fiber to the
home plant improves access to critical school e-learning, improves access to rural
health care resources and stimulates a more robust local economy.

Midco services will be installed by a seasoned field technician with appointments in
flexible 15-minute windows. Midco is dedicated to listening to customers and is
committed to the individuals and communities served. J.D. Power recognized Midco with
the highest-ranking award for Customer Satisfaction for Residential Internet Service in
the West Region in 2021.*

* For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visitJDPower.com/Awards.
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The Douglas County Board of Commissioners supports this project and will contribute $5,000. The Kanwaka Township Governing Board, Lawrence Chamber of Commerce and the EDC of Douglas County support this project.

Midco will build a FTTP (Fiber To The Premises) access network using the 10GE EPON technology service delivery platform for providing high speed data, video and telephone service. Midco will immediately offer speeds of up to 5 Gbps download and 5 Gbps upload. 
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Midco services will be installed by a seasoned field technician with appointments in flexible 15-minute windows. Midco is dedicated to listening to customers and is committed to the individuals and communities served. J.D. Power recognized Midco with the highest-ranking award for Customer Satisfaction for Residential Internet Service in the West Region in 2021.*
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