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1. An executive summary of the project:

2. A description of the location (City(s), County(s), etc.), proposed service areas, parners
involved and anticipated improvements.
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3. Goals of the project and community need to address including whether the proposed area is
unserved or economically distressed or what the compelling need is, if served.

4. The proposed infrastruture and access improvements planned, including the number of
proposed connected premisees and community anchor institutions, businesses, or other
organizations and the recipients to be served by the project.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community and service area proposed.


	1: S&T Communications, LLC., (S&T) along with funding from the Capital Projects Fund, proposes to offer broadband service to Weskan, KS located in rural Wallace County using a fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) Gigabit Passive Optical Network (GPON) that would provide symmetrical broadband speeds of up to 1Gbps down / 1Gbps up to all locations, and up to 10Gbps as necessary for a business or anchor institution. Grant funds would be used to construct a fiber optic infrastructure to provide FTTP broadband service to every household, business, and community anchor institution within the proposed service area.  The investments from the Capital Projects Fund and S&T will play a significant role in the community of Weskan.

	2: The proposed service area includes all locations within a .50 square mile area in Weskan. This area has been abandoned by existing service providers and without the support of the Capital Funds Project and Community Providers, such as S&T, the community is without hope of broadband investment.  Additionally, members of the community have been disadvantaged by the lack of broadband access and recognize an increasing divide between those that have and those that have not.  The lack of access negatively impacts the residents of Wallace and their ability to work, learn, or receive health service remotely; this investment solves this.

	3: The goal of this project is to deliver robust and scalable broadband to the community of Weskan at an affordable price.  S&T believes that every Kansan should have access to affordable, high-speed broadband regardless of where they live or how much money they make. S&T understands that affordability is a factor in broadband adoption. S&T's lowest fiber broadband tier (100Mbps down / 100Mbps up) is only $50/mo, and our Gigabit tier (1Gbps down / 1Gbps up) is $150/mo. 

	4: S&T will provide broadband to the proposed service area by extending its existing fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) Gigabit Passive Optical Network (GPON) which will provide symmetrical broadband speeds of up to 1Gbps down / 1Gbps up to each location. This project will require fiber optic mainline and fiber optic drops placed at each location. This grant would allow us to provide an investment in the community of Weskan, reaching sevnty-four residents.

	5: 
The benefits of having stable, robust, and scalable high-speed broadband can no longer be viewed as a luxury; and is now viewed as a basic necessity.  Access to broadband benefits families, farmers, ranchers, and small businesses.  The digital evolution that was happening prior to March of 2020, became a digital revolution as the need to perform nearly every aspect of life was changed by the COVID19 Pandemic.

The residents of Weskan, KS will have access to state-of-the-art technology and services allowing them to take part in the digital transformation of the next generation.  This digital transformation will happen with or without Wallace being present.  It is our intention, along with the Capital Projects Fund, to ensure rural Kansas and the citizens of Weskan get the opportunity to participate.



