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Water and Sewer Infrastructure Grants 
 

A portion of the 2023 CDBG grant funds will be utilized towards eligible Water and Sewer Infrastructure 
Grant projects, for a total of $2 million dollars of the yearly allocation.  Water and Sewer projects qualify for 
CDBG funding by meeting the LMI National Objective of 51 percent low- and moderate-income residents 
benefiting from the project. 
 
In addition to this requirement, only communities who are under a current consent order by the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment may apply.  Those communities that have been identified by KDHE 
are listed below.  Please note that some of the communities listed have received CDBG funding in 2020, 
2021 and 2022 to address their compliance issues.  If those communities need Phase 2 or Phase 3 funding to 
continue moving towards the resolution of their consent order, they will be eligible this year for an 
application.  Communities may contact the Kansas Department of Commerce with any questions about their 
status.  
 

KDHE Water and Sewer Consent Order Lists 
 

Sewer 
 

Municipality 
Herndon 
Hiawatha 
Miami County/Bucyrus 
Osage City 
Sterling 
Wakefield 

 
Water 
 

Municipality 
Belle Plaine 
Bunker Hill 
Burr Oak 
Bushton 
Copeland 
Lucas 
Palco 
Reno County District 101 
Waterville 
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Funding Amounts 
 
Total funding available is  
 
The maximum grant amounts per community are listed below.  The funding ceiling for water and sewer 
grants will be $2,000 per beneficiary up to the maximums based on population. 
 
 
Available Funding 

Maximum for <5,000 Population $600,000 
Maximum for >5,000 Population $750,000 
Administration Up to $25,000 
Match 25% 

 
 
National Objective 
 
During the Program Year, all activities proposed in applications for CDBG funding in the Water and 
Sewer category must meet the national objective of benefitting low- and moderate-income persons.  There 
are two ways to accomplish this; either by using HUD Census Data listed here or by completing an income-
based city-wide or target area survey.  Specific methodology for conducting an income-based survey is listed 
in our General Application Requirements beginning on page 27. 
 
Eligible Use of Funds 
 

1. Water and Sewer projects currently under consent orders. 
2. Engineering Fees 
3. Administration  

 
Note: When submitting cost estimates, Environmental Review costs are paid 100% on the local side. 

 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
 
A Request for Proposal will be sent to the communities that meet our funding criteria for this application 
year.  If those communities wish to apply for a 2023 CDBG Water and Sewer Infrastructure Grant they will 
submit a proposal to the CDBG Team for review of their project.  After review, if the project is selected, the 
CDBG Team will contact the community and request additional information for a full application submission.  
RFP’s will be due to Commerce through the online portal by November 15, 2022.   
 
Request for Proposal Criteria: 
 
Required Documents 

 Completed Online RFP Form 
 Completed Preliminary Engineer Report 
 KDHE Compliance Letters- (must be an official letter) 
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The Matrix below describes each required question to be included within the project narrative on the 
summary page.  Each question is worth 20 points each and all must be addressed for a complete submission.  
The maximum number of points available within any application is 100 points.  
 

 
 What is the violation within your system? 20 
 When did the compliance issue begin and how long? 20 
 What are the contributing factors to the cause of the violation? 20 
 How much has been spent and what is the current budget?   20 
 What has already been done to work towards resolving this? 20 

Total           100 points         
 
Communities who meet this year’s application criteria may submit their proposals electronically.  A link will 
be posted for submissions on the CDBG landing page at Community Development Block Grants - Kansas 
Department of Commerce (kansascommerce.gov). 
 
Kansas Interagency Advisory Committee Appointments (KIAC) 
  
All applicants for water and sewer grants must meet with the Kansas Interagency Advisory Committee (KIAC) 
prior to submission of a full CDBG Application.  Upon RFP review, the CDBG Team will notify the community 
when they meet with the Kansas Interagency Advisory Committee (KIAC). 
  
A KIAC meeting allows the community to discuss, with the help of their engineer, what their proposed 
project is, the need for it, what their consent order is for, and their plan for executing the project to resolve 
the deficiency.  KIAC meetings conducted for 2023 projects will only be good for the 2023 funding year.  Due 
to the nature of our program changes, all applicants will be required to attend a KIAC meeting, it is not 
optional for this year. 
  
Eligible applicants who have been selected to have a KIAC meeting will be notified by November 18, 2022 
with their KIAC Date.  KIAC meetings will be conducted virtually. 
 
Specifications for Preliminary Engineering Report  
CDBG-assisted water/sewer projects must be reviewed by a licensed professional engineer, as appropriate.  
The review will consist of a preliminary engineering report that is sufficient in scope to analyze the need, 
determine the most appropriate solution alternatives, provide estimated construction and non-construction 
costs, and recommend the required level of funds for operation and maintenance of the facility, if 
applicable.  Failure to submit the required preliminary report is a threshold item. 
For all projects involving water or sewer, the applicant is encouraged to contact their KDHE regional office 
prior to submitting the preliminary engineering report to discuss the proposed project to prevent any 
disagreement in the design of the project.  The Preliminary Engineering Report/architectural reports must 
be uploaded directly to the RFP Portal.  
 
At a minimum, the following must be addressed in the preliminary engineering report: 

1. Name of the applicant or owner of the facility.  
2. Name, address, telephone number of the engineering company.  
3. Date of review.  

Selection Criteria Matrix –                               Maximum  
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4. Description and documentation of the problem.  
5. Cause(s) of the problem, including the age of any existing publicly owned facility(ies).  
6. Discussion of the alternatives – Several alternatives should be considered to determine feasibility 

and cost-effectiveness, with justification of the alternative selected.  The alternatives must be listed.  
Financial alternatives must be included.  

7. Must discuss regionalization possibilities for water projects only.  
8. Drinking water projects which generate waste streams must coordinate with KDHE to complete a 

waste stream disposal review prior to further development of the project, e.g., reports, design 
memorandums and project design, for example.  Completing a review and reaching a consensus 
early on ensures adequate protection of the environment and minimizes the potential for the 
projects progress to be adversely impacted.  

9. Estimated construction and non-construction costs.  Cost per square foot is not an acceptable 
architectural estimate.  

10. If the scope of the report includes more activities than the proposed CDBG project, clearly identify 
the CDBG portion in narratives and cost estimates.  

11. Analysis of operation, maintenance, and replacement budget.  
12. Land requirements – Identify sites and easements required. Also specify whether these properties 

are currently owned, to be acquired or leased.  Must attach proof to receive credit.  
 

 
NOTE: Utilization of USDA Rural Development’s Preliminary Engineering Report will meet the requirements 

of Commerce/CDBG if all items CDBG requires are included in the report, unless the project cost is over 
$3 million, then final design is required.  An incomplete or inadequate Preliminary Engineering Report 
can result in the application losing 10 points.  Commerce also encourages the review of consolidation 
and/or regionalization of water supply service.  

 
NOTE: If a vendor is used to supply a cost estimate, said vendor cannot bid on the work if the applicant 
receives a grant award. 
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Full Application Requirements  
 
Upon review of the RFP submission, the CDBG Team will notify the community if a full application should be 
submitted.  The requirements of the full application are listed below.  Selected applicants will receive 
additional guidance at a later date. 
 
The following forms must be signed and submitted through the online application portal. 
 
Community Needs Narrative 
Project Budget Form and Opinion of Probable Cost  
Local Effort – Water and Sewer Rates 
Public Facilities LMI Benefit  
Public Facilities Narratives  
Pre-Selection of Professional Services  
Statement of Assurances and Certifications 
Resolution of Governing Body to File Application  
Maintenance and Operation Resolution (must include dollar figure and source)  
Commitments from other funding sources  
Disclosure Report Anti-Displacement Plan  
Affidavit of Public Hearing Notice *  
Copy of Survey Instrument 
Copy of Survey Tabulation, if applicable w/description of variance, if applicable  
Survey Methodology  
Intergovernmental Agreements (on behalf of or multi-jurisdictional applications), if applicable  
Map of Project Area Engineering or Architectural Reports  
Environmental Review - Determination of Level of Review  
Letters of Support 

 
* The total project funding and CDBG amount requested must match what appears in the public hearing 
notice 
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Threshold Requirements  

Before the application will be scored and ranked, it must meet the following threshold requirements:  
 

1. The application must be received within the application period.  
2. Only complete standard application forms will be accepted.  
3. The proposed activity for CDBG funding must be an eligible activity under Section 105(a) of Title I of 

the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and meet one of the National 
Objectives discussed herein.  

4. The applicant must be eligible.  
5. Preliminary engineering or architectural report must be included, if applicable. The report shall 

address the items included in the section herein discussing such requirement.  
6. Survey, if applicable, must have a minimum of 51 percent LMI responding. LMI documentation must 

be correct, as discussed herein. Persons must be 51 percent LMI. If the survey conducted is to 
challenge census data and there is more than six percent variance between the two, an explanation of 
the difference must be provided. An explanation, survey forms, tabulation form and details of 
methodology must be included in the application.  

7. The public hearing notice must be published at least five full days before (starting one day after 
publication date and not counting the date of the hearing, i.e., a total of seven days) but not more 
than 20 days prior to the public hearing. The public hearing must occur a minimum of 15 days but not 
more than 120 days prior to the application due date.  

8. Absence of required interlocal agreements shall be considered a threshold criterion.  
9. Construction Management Contracts are not allowable under Kansas CDBG regulations because of 

free and open competition for bidders.  
10. Two maps: (1) Target Area Map, (2) City map if different from target.  

 
Should any document be missing, incorrect or otherwise have deficiencies that do not meet 
threshold requirements, contact will be made with the applicant after the applications are 
initially reviewed. The applicant will be given two weeks from notification to correct the 
deficiency. Threshold items such as inadequate amount of time for public hearing, public 
hearing not having required information or public hearing too late would not be correctable 
and the application will not be scored.  

The purpose of this allowance of additional time is in no way intended to give extra time for 
the purpose of obtaining commitment from other sources, removing contingencies, or 
finishing the details of the application. 

 


