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1. An executive summary of the project:

WTC proposes to offer free public Wi-Fi to areas of need in Manhattan using a
fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) Gigabit Passive Optical Network (XGS-GPON) that will
enable public Wi-Fi speeds of up to 1Gbps down / 1Gbps up. Grant funds would be

used to extend WTC's existing fiber infrastructure to deploy 124 public Wi-Fi access
points to reach areas in need of public Wi-Fi in Manhattan.

2. A description of partners involved, and anticipated improvements.

We have engaged with community leaders and stakeholders to design a public
Wi-Fi network that will benefit residents and visitors of Manhattan, specifically
targeting areas to benefit the underprivileged and economically distressed
populations in the area. For details of this extensive community engagement,

please see the Community Partners, Roles, and Letters of Commitment section of
this application.
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3. Goals of the project and community benefit including whether a compelling
need is served.

Manhattan is the largest city in Riley County, and is in great need of free public
Wi-Fi. In addition to being considered an economically distressed county by KOBD,
Riley County was recently identified by the United States Census Bureau as the only
county in Kansas that is in persistent poverty. This designation is due to Riley
County's poverty rate, which has been at or above 20 percent for the past 30 years.
The goal of this project is to serve underprivileged communities in Manhattan with
free public Wi-Fi, so that these populations can have access to the tremendous
benefits that high-speed Internet affords, including education, telehealth, and
telework opportunities. In this time of uncertainty regarding the continuation of the
Affordable Connectivity Program, public Wi-Fi will be an even greater asset to the
residents and visitors of Manhattan.

4. How the project will improve Internet access in the public area.

This project will provide 124 public Wi-Fi access points spread out across the city of
Manhattan, and provide broadband speeds up to 1Gbps down / 1Gbps up. We have
worked with community leaders to identify areas that receive a high volume of daily
visitors to ensure this project will benefit a large number of people in need.
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5. The short and long-term investment benefit to the community.

Short-term - This project will provide educational, telehealth, and telework opportunities
to the underserved and underprivileged populations in Manhattan.

Long-term - These opportunities will lead to economic and quality of life benefits for the
entire region.
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