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Please include:
1. An executive summary of the project:  This narrative overview should 
include goals of the project, needs addressed, community partners, 
stakeholders, and the intended impact.

2. A description of the location (City(ies), County(ies), etc.), partners involved, and
anticipated improvements.
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3. The goals of the project, identify the compelling community need to include the 
targeted population, and if the solution is within an economically distressed area.  

4. The short and long-term benefit to the community, the community 
engagement strategies to reach and support the target population, and how 
the organization plans to raise awareness of the program.
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5. A concise summary of the applicant’s organization, detailing its history, mission, and 
primary objectives, and describe the organization’s experience in providing digital 
literacy and skills training to individuals and/or communities.


	1: The 14 Kansas communities at the center of this application display significant populations of economically distressed, disabled, minority, or aging residents. These demographics are in need of critical attention to digital literacy. IdeaTek has invested over $28M  in the infrastructure necessary for these 14 communities to have access to reliable and affordable broadband, and we intend to ensure that residents and business owners possess the tools required to not just have access, but to utilize broadband connections to empower success financially, socially, educationally, and so much more. 

In the digital age, where technology plays an increasingly integral role in daily life, the need for proficient  digital literacy has become critical. IdeaTek’s digital literacy class will serve as a catalyst for empowering residents with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate and harness the potential of the digital landscape. From understanding basic computer operations to proficiently utilizing online tools for communication, collaboration, and information retrieval, these classes ensure that community members are equipped to participate meaningfully in the digital age.

We have partnered with various community organizations in order to secure available locations to host these meetings and rally support to advocate for these events in each community.

	2: This project will deliver digital literacy training to 14 different communities throughout Kansas, including Augusta, Dodge City, Garden City, Hutchinson, Liberal, Eureka, North Newton, Newton, Maize, Derby, McPherson, Mulvane, Stafford and Kingman, focusing on the economically distressed, disabled, minority, and aging populations.

	3: The 14 Kansas communities at the center of this application display significant populations of economically distressed, disabled, minority, or aging residents. These populations are in need of critical attention to digital literacy as they face significant barriers to accessing and utilizing digital technologies effectively. Digital literacy education is crucial for these groups to overcome these barriers and participate fully in today's increasingly digital society.  
	4: Digital literacy will provide a range of short-term benefits, including improved access to information and communication, increased job opportunities, proficient access to government services, and educational opportunities.
Additionally, long-term benefits include economic growth for the community as a whole and for residents individually, continuous learning and adaptability, and inclusivity, contributing to the overall well-being of the community.
IdeaTek will collaborate with local organizations including libraries and community centers to inform the community about our event. By partnering with community stakeholders, we will have the resources to reach a wider audience that includes minorities, disabled, aging, and economically distressed populations. 


	5: IdeaTek Telcom, LLC is a broadband service provider with the mission of “fighting for Internet Freedom™.” Based in Buhler, Kansas, we  believe every Kansan should have access to fiber-optic internet, regardless of their location, income or situation. IdeaTek was founded in 1999 and has successfully built over 4,500 miles of fiber throughout Kansas, employing 150 Kansans and serving 100 communities from Emporia to Garden City.  
Our goal is to expand upon our mission, which includes a strong commitment to educating residents about the transformative power of the internet. We’ve demonstrated our commitment to digital equity in several areas, including infrastructure investment, community engagement and partnerships, along with inventive problem solving to pioneer solutions that connect unserved and underserved residents and businesses. Additionally, with the launch of the Affordable Connectivity Program in 2022, IdeaTek partnered with the White House and FCC to offer ACP for free to qualifying households, going above and beyond program requirements.
IdeaTek has also displayed significant investment in ensuring the communities we serve have the knowledge and skills necessary to utilize the resources provided to them, including partnering with school principals and counselors to set up enrollment booths at various events, organizing informational meetings in newly connected areas, understanding the populations that make up the communities we serve by providing appropriate educational resources, with multilingual resources available at each event and booth. 



