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Q. Are schools allowed to apply for this program? 
A. Yes, eligible applicants can be found on page 35 of program guidelines.  

Q. Are salaries for digital skills trainers eligible expenses?  
A. Yes 
 
Q. What happens if a device is checked out and is not returned by the recipient?  
A.  KOBD expects for the sub recipients to have a documented process for this. Ultimately the 
responsibility is with the sub recipients.  

Q Is the project period start date 12/1 or 12/11? Are expenses incurred prior to the award date but 
after the project period start date eligible for reimbursement? 
Answer: Project period start date is 12/1/2024 thru September 30, 2026.  Expenses incurred after 
12/1/2024 subject to approval. Application window is 12/11/2025 thru 2/5/2025.  

 Q. Are camps allowed to apply? 
A. If they fall under the eligible applicant definitions.  

Q. Is marketing to promote the free Wi-Fi an eligible expense? 
A. Marketing no, but outreach is considered an acceptable expense.  

Q. Are State Departments such as Parks/Department of Health eligible for the project funds? 
A. Yes, you would fall under “other levels or units of government.  
  

Q. How are you considering BEAD applications vs. applications for this program since they're both 
for unserved/underserved areas? For the same geographic area. 
A.  These applications are meant for public internet use and would not be considered for BEAD. 
BEAD is intended to serve individuals and this program intends to serve communities.  

Q. Will the specific scoring criteria and point system be available online or made public so that we 
are aware how many points are available for each criteria?  
A. The weighted scoring criteria is available within the program guidelines.  Specific points are not 
available, however, percentages are.   

Q. On the geo-tracking requirement for device lending - how will this tracking information be used? 
A. This requirement has been removed from the guidelines.  

Q. Is dark fiber an allowable cost if was the source of public wifi in parks? 

  
Q. How are you weighing geo-tracking requirements vs privacy concerns, and what is the 
geotracking expectation?  
A. This requirement has been removed from the guidelines.  

Q. If you aren't a distressed county on the definitions list.  And on the FCC tool, if that area is blue 
instead of white - is that ineligible area then? 
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A: No, goals of the project and community need to include:  the targeted population, whether the 
solution is within an economically distressed area, and identification of the compelling need.  

Q: Do you have to be an internet supplier? 
Option A: Applicants must be authorized to provide free public Wi-Fi services in the proposed area 
(per the webinar slide #41) 
Option B: No, eligible applicants can be found on page 35 of the program guidelines.  

A. Yes, schools are allowed to apply for this program.  Eligible applicants can be found on page 35 
of program guidelines. 

Q. Are hotspots to connect the devices an allowable expense? (please note this is updated from the 
webinar response)  
A. No, hotspots are not an allowed expense and are considered an ineligible cost.  Permitted 
equipment within the ADOPT Public Wi-Fi program includes equipment installed as part of a public 
wi-fi infrastructure solution such as access points, repeaters, routers, and associated 
infrastructure. 

Q. Are salaries for digital skills trainers an eligible expense?  
A. Yes, salaries for digital skills trainers are an eligible expense.  Subrecipients must provide hourly 
allocation documentation for salaried trainers as needed. 
 
Q. What happens if a device is checked out and is not returned by the recipient?  
A.  If a device is checked out and not returned by an end user, subrecipients need to make sure 
they are: 

• meeting the requirements of the subrecipient’s agreement to maintain records on status of 
equipment 

• following the 2 CFR 200.313 guidelines as it applies 

• following their organization’s policies and procedures for lost or stolen equipment 

Q: Is the project period start date 12/1 or 12/11? Are expenses incurred prior to the award date but 
after the project period start date eligible for reimbursement? 
A: Project period start date is 12/1/2024 and ends 9/30/2026.  Expenses incurred after 12/1/2024, 
and prior to award date, are eligible for reimbursement if a grant award is made.  Expenses are 
subject to approval once submitted for review.   The application window opens on 12/11/2025 and 
closes on 2/5/2025. 

Q. Are camps allowed to apply? 
A. Yes, if they fall under the eligible applicant definitions.  See page 35, “Eligible Applicants” 
section of the ADOPT 2.0 Program Guidelines for further applicant eligibility information. 

Q. Is marketing to promote the free Wi-Fi an eligible expense? 
A. Marketing to promote the free Wi-Fi service is not an eligible expense.  However, public outreach 
is considered an acceptable expense. 

Q. Are State Departments such as Parks/Department of Health eligible for the project funds? 
A. Yes, State Departments such as Parks/Department of Health would fall under “other levels or 
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units of government.  See page 35, “Eligible Applicants” section of the ADOPT 2.0 Program 
Guidelines for further applicant eligibility information. 

Q. How are you considering BEAD applications vs. applications for this program since they're both 
for unserved/underserved areas? For the same geographic area. 
A.  ADOPT Public Wi-Fi applications are meant to enable free Wi-Fi based internet in public spaces 
and would not be enabling any specific BEAD eligible location(s) within qualifying broadband 
speeds.  BEAD is intended to serve individual locations (broadband serviceable locations/BSLs) 
and this program intends to serve public spaces within communities and not to any specific BSL. 

Q. Will the specific scoring criteria and point system be available online or made public so that we 
are aware how many points are available for each criteria?  
A. The weighted scoring criteria is available within the program guidelines.  Specific points are not 
available, however, percentages per scoring category are documented.  

Q. On the geo-tracking requirement for device lending - how will this tracking information be used? 
A. This requirement has been removed from the guidelines. 

Q. Is dark fiber an allowable cost if was the source of public Wi-Fi in parks? 
A. Fiber infrastructure capital outlays that enable or directly connect to the Wi-Fi infrastructure are 
an eligible expense.  Monthly recurring charges to lease and / or operate fiber infrastructure 
enabling the public Wi-Fi service are ineligible expenses. 

Q. How are you weighing geo-tracking requirements vs privacy concerns, and what is the 
geotracking expectation?  
A. This requirement has been removed from the guidelines. 

Q. If you aren't a distressed county on the definitions list.  And on the FCC tool, if that area is blue 
instead of white - is that ineligible area then? 
A:  All public spaces are eligible and qualify for the public Wi-Fi solutions, regardless of being in a 
distressed county or not.   However, distressed county implementations are preferred.  Regarding 
the FCC Broadband Data Collection Tool and public Wi-Fi eligibility areas, the purpose of the grant 
is to facilitate free public Wi-Fi broadband access to unserved public areas with demonstrated 
need.  For the purposes of the ADOPT Public Wi-Fi program, an unserved area is defined as a 
geographic space that does not support free Wi-Fi service providing at least 100 Mbps download 
and 20 Mbps upload speeds in public spaces (i.e. - such as a town square, city park, state 
campground, county fairgrounds, etc.).  See page 19, “Eligible Locations and Solutions Eligibility” 
of the ADOPT Public Wi-Fi Program Guidelines for additional details. 

Q: Do you have to be an internet supplier? 
A: Eligible applicants do not have to be a current internet supplier to provide free public Wi-Fi 
services.   Eligibility requirements can be found on page 35 of the program guidelines. 

Q:  Reviewing the public wi-fi application user guide unserved areas, my understanding is that you 
are not eligible to apply if you are in an area that is served, is that correct? 
A:  The purpose of the grant is to facilitate free public Wi-Fi broadband access to unserved public 
areas with demonstrated need.  For the purposes of the ADOPT Public Wi-Fi program, an unserved 
area is defined as a geographic space that does not support free Wi-Fi service providing at least 
100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload speeds in public spaces (i.e. - such as a town square, city 
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park, state campground, county fairgrounds, etc.) and is not related to unserved locations such as 
a broadband serviceable location (BSL).  See page 19, “Eligible Locations and Solutions Eligibility” 
of the ADOPT Public Wi-Fi Program Guidelines for additional details.    

Q: What is the intent of the amendment from ADOPT 1.0? 
A: These are indeed amendments to ADOPT Round 1 program guidelines.  The intent behind each 
bullet item is below: 

• Free Public Wi-Fi services are not intended to be used as backhaul solutions enabling 
wireline last mile or inside wire distribution capabilities within a building.  

o The intent behind this is to prevent a service provider from enabling a public space 
with Wi-Fi and then also using the public Wi-Fi signal to provide a point-to-point 
backhaul connection to an apartment building or multi-dwelling unit (MDU) to 
enable a “for profit” service on a per unit basis by leveraging the location’s inside 
wiring to distribute the signal to each unit.  This circumstance uses the public Wi-Fi 
platform to enable broadband serviceable locations with potentially provider 
claimed qualifying speeds which is beyond the scope of this program. 

• Applications proposing solutions using the public Wi-Fi services as backhaul/transport to 
enable wireline-based solutions will be disqualified.  

o Intent:  The intent behind this is to prevent a service provider from enabling a public 
space with Wi-Fi and then also using the public Wi-Fi signal to provide a point-to-
point backhaul connection to a wireline device (such as a copper or fiber 
distribution platform) which would then enable a “for profit” service delivering 
qualifying services to broadband serviceable locations using fiber or copper last 
mile access.  This circumstance uses the public Wi-Fi platform to potentially enable 
broadband serviceable locations with provider claimed qualifying broadband 
services which is beyond the scope of this program. 

Q: How long subgrantees are required to provide free public wifi upon award?  
A: The duration to provide free public Wi-Fi services can be found on page 36 of the ADOPT 2.0 
Program Guidelines, at the bottom of the Eligible Applicants section.  The program guidelines state 
“Subrecipients implementing the free public Wi-Fi service will be required to provide free public Wi-
Fi services within the proposed service area that directly enables work, education, and health 
monitoring for at least five years from the completion of the Project.”  

Q: From a KOBD perspective, are grant applications for Public Wi-Fi buildings to be contiguous for 
a single application?   
A: One application can contain public Wi-Fi infrastructure. Buildings do not need to be contiguous 
to be included in the application. 

Q: A successful public Wi-Fi project will be supported by ADOPT funds for 5 years, right? Please 
confirm.  

A: Yes, the applicant, upon award of the grant, will be required to operate the public Wi-Fi network 
for at least five (5) years starting from the time the public Wi-Fi network build is complete per the 
program guidelines.  Additionally, the program guidelines state on page 20 “The Wi-Fi 
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infrastructure investment is intended to support a free public wi-fi service for the duration of the 
federal interest period (December 31, 2034) as applicable to infrastructure equipment per US 
Treasury SLFRF and CPF Supplementary Broadband Guidance, dated May 17, 2023.”.   Please 
note that public Wi-Fi grant funds can only be used to build the network.  Operational costs to run 
and keep the network in service are ineligible and will need to be paid for by the applicant for the 
duration of the service. 

Q: Is there any specific guideline as to the status of the Wi-Fi (in terms of technology maintenance, 
etc.) when ADOPT funds run out? Would the provider and community have to commit to sustaining 
Wi-Fi availability beyond the funding cycle/term? 

A: Only costs to build and install the network are paid for by the grant, less the applicant and co-
investment match.  By accepting the grant award, the applicant and community are agreeing to 
operate the public Wi-Fi service at their own expense for at least a period of five (5) years upon 
network build completion, but at least through December 31, 2034, as mentioned on page 20 of 
the ADOPT 2.0 program guidelines.  Operational expenses to operate the public Wi-Fi grant are 
ineligible program costs and would need to be funded by the applicant or associated partners as 
defined in the application.  The ADOPT 2.0 program is not a drawn-down program whereby 
subrecipients can request reimbursement of operational expenses after the public Wi-Fi 
infrastructure has been built. 

Q: Would purchasing streaming video technology and other equipment to expand a footprint to 
rural areas in western KS for post-secondary education efforts qualify us to pursue this ADOPT 2.0 
grant? 
A:  Very specific information on the equipment is needed to determine eligibility. However, if the 
equipment isn't a laptop, desktop, or tablet, it won't be an eligible expense. 
 
Q: Applicants are required to match 2% of the total project cost, and in-kind match can only 
include up to 75% of an applicant’s match. Could you confirm the following hypothetical 
breakdown for our records as we prepare this match documentation: 

1.  
1. Hypothetical total project cost = $100,000 
2. Required applicant match: 2% of $100,000 = $2,000 
3. In-Kind Match can not exceed 75% of the required applicant match: 75% of $2,000 

= $1,500 
4. Hypothetical match: In-Kind Contributions (such as matching salary) up to $1,500, 

remaining match (hard dollar match) starting at $500, and increasing based on total 
of In-Kind Contributions to reach the required 2%. 

A: This hypothetical breakdown is correct. 
 
Q: Does the 75% In-Kind Contribution limit also apply to the 1% co-investment match? Is a co-
investor also able to use In-Kind Contributions, or are they limited to hard dollar contributions for 
the co-investment? 
A: No, the 75% In-Kind Contribution does not apply to the 1% co-investment match. The co-
investment match must be hard dollar contributions. 
Q: Finally, our project team, is looking at partnering with one of the research centers that is outside 
of their department. We were wondering if these research centers would be eligible to serve as a 
co-investor. 
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1.  
1. The solicitation highlights that co-investors “are individuals or organizations within 

the benefitted community, other than the applicant, who commit funds to the 
project”. While these research centers are housed at Kansas State University (i.e. 
the applicant at large), they are not the Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
(i.e. the group putting together the application) and represent wide-reaching, multi-
disciplinary collaborations here in Manhattan, KS. One of these research centers is 
interested in putting forward the co-investment required for the ADOPT 2 
solicitation, but we are worried that they might not be eligible, given that the 
research centers are housed at Kansas State. 

A: If the research centers are separate entities from the applicant’s organization, have separate 
budgets, have different leadership*, and act independently of each other, the research centers 
would be treated as co-investors.  * - Different leadership would be defined as heads of 
organizations and board members, if applicable.  We understand that these organizations may fit 
into the overall leadership hierarchy, but the leadership hierarchy will not play a role in determining 
co-investment decisions.  If this is not the case, then we need a better understanding of the 
relationships between the research centers and the department before rendering a final opinion. 
 
Q: We would like to ask if the specific technology and equipment that we have identified below -
would in fact be or not be considered as part of the ADOPT grant program funding? 

• Regardless of the technology we use to capture with, we need a machine that can handle 
the computing necessary to stream, edit and manage large video files. An example would 
be a 

• Macbook Pro: (24gb RAM, 1tb SSD, M4 Chip) 
• Asking as well if ADOPT grant funding could be used to internally create videos in service 

and advancement of our mission: 
• 1-person recording capabilities RODEcaster Video 1-Cam Solution or 2-person recording 

capabilities 
o RODEcaster Video 3-Cam Solutio or 3+ person recording capabilities 

A: The Equipment Distribution Program will seek subrecipients to procure, distribute, manage, 
maintain and technically support internet-connected devices targeted to Kansans in need.   All 
device distribution projects will be required to enable work, education, and health monitoring to 
ensure that they meet the critical needs of the community/individuals to be served.  Projects must 
meet all of the following criteria: 

1. The Capital Project invests in capital assets designed to directly enable work, education, 
and health monitoring. 

2. The Capital Project is designed to address a critical need that resulted from or was made 
apparent or exacerbated by the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

3. The Capital Project is designed to address a critical need of the community to be served by 
it. 

As described, the Macbook Pro is being placed in service with your organization as the end 
user.  Given that this is a program where the subrecipient procures and then distributes all devices 
to end users meeting the criteria in items #1 through #3 above, the Macbook Pro and it’s intended 
use is outside of the program scope.   
Additionally, since the RODEcaster Video equipment is designed for the purposes of creating 
multicamera and multimicrophone productions, these are also outside the scope of the program as 
the equipment is not being distributed to end users and does not support items #1 through #3 
above.  Further, program guidelines state that eligible devices for subrecipient programs are 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bhphotovideo.com%2Fc%2Fproduct%2F1859627-REG%2Fapple_z14_mbp_17_14_macbook_pro_m4.html&data=05%7C02%7CMorgan.A.Barnes%40ks.gov%7C0e5dc99a62074e1945eb08dd3bd78222%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638732518972601060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FvOD8tupCHpnvmQcEDS7x6tUiuBbjfYUyzBGkbeMXV0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bhphotovideo.com%2Fc%2Fproduct%2F1874105-REG%2Frode_rodecaster_video_single_camera.html&data=05%7C02%7CMorgan.A.Barnes%40ks.gov%7C0e5dc99a62074e1945eb08dd3bd78222%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638732518972616231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3fLz6%2FrLGpqe%2BqTqE9Pkyx2I75TjwLPycQKtVeWw6XM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bhphotovideo.com%2Fc%2Fproduct%2F1874151-REG%2Frode_rodecaster_video_3_camera_podcasting.html&data=05%7C02%7CMorgan.A.Barnes%40ks.gov%7C0e5dc99a62074e1945eb08dd3bd78222%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638732518972629840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gu%2BOPg3DfnD5WV6zIDouW3hcXPZmqTwSf1L9YSzuucs%3D&reserved=0
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tablets, laptops and desktop computers.  Video and audio production devices do not qualify for the 
program. 

Q: We have an AmeriCorp Connection Corps Digital Navigator in Cowley County at this time. WPL is the 
host site.  We'd like to continue with them for another year - the cost to us is $10,000.  Can this be added 
as a grant expense or even an in-kind or co-investment funds as we have received community financial 
support through our local Community Foundation for our 1st year and potentially could for our 2nd year? 
A:  This can be added to the grant expense.  However, it must be prorated to ensure included costs are 
through the end of the program period. 

Q: In our budget, there is an annual software subscription fee.  Can the subscription fee be budgeted for 
the 5 years of the estimated lifespan of the technologies, or must it be applied only during the actual grant 
timeline ending on September 30, 2026?   
A:  The annual subscription fee can only be applied during the actual grant timeline (through September 
2026 which is the end of the program period).  The expense must be pro-rated for the duration of the 
grant period. 

Q: There is a place to attach a 990, but as a local government entity, we don't file a 990. It says the field 
is required, so I'm afraid that once I submit the application it will kick back with an error. 
A:  The field is no longer a required field and will not cause an application to kick back with an 
error.  Organizations should only upload a 990 if it applies to them. 

Q: For the Annual Income Statement, is a Profit/Loss report from our QuickBooks acceptable? 
A: Yes, the profit/loss report from your QuickBooks program is acceptable.  KOBD prefers an audited 
version of the annual income statement if it is available. 

 

 

 


