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Do you have a br ownfields pr oper ty?
Have you experienced or seen these type of properties in you community?





Br ownfields Defined
i) Distressed Properties with 
ii) possible or real environmental 

issues that are limiting 
iii) a desired, beneficial reuse of 

the site.

Legal Definit ion*
“…real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which 
may be complicated by the presence 
or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.” 

*Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - “Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act”, signed 
into law January 11, 2002



Examples of Brownfields Sites

• Former Rail lines and maintenance facilities
• Old Manufacturing
• Old gas stations / oil & gas sites
• Abandoned mines and tailings & mine 

scarred lands
• Vacant lots
• Anywhere with fill
• Note: Regulated sites not eligible for 

Brownfields funding



Environmental Concerns Limit  
Redevelopment

• Property owners, potential new buyers, 
banks, and municipalities worry about 
possible costs & liabilities

• Fear of the unknown stall community 
improvement projects



Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revita liza tion Act (1/11/2002)
• Provides liability protections for buyers
• Provides funding for brownfield assessment 

and cleanup to:
• Local governments (including Development 

Organizations), nonprofits, States, and 
Tribes 

• Requires community involvement 
• Redevelopment must benefit community 

(e.g. creates jobs/provides housing)

BEFORE

AFTER

What is Br ownfields Law?



Oppor tun ity in  
Br ownfields
•Preserve community character and history
•Mitigate blight
•Mitigate public health and safety concerns
•Promote infill and vacant property 
reclamation reducing the need to develop 
“greenfields”

•Mechanism to leverage and combine 
limited resources to a single supported 
outcome

•Liability Protections



Oppor tun ity in  
Br ownfields
Makes financial sense

• Free money available for assessment, 
cleanup, etc.

• Using existing infrastructure
• Desirable locations that encourage a mix 

of land uses to provide services that may 
be lacking

• Increase local tax base and facilitate job 
growth

Less uncertainty with redevelopment outcome
• Community involvement
• Identify phases and funding along the way



Do your Environmental Due Diligence
Get  funding for assessments and cleanups
Types of Brownfield Grants
Get  help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle br ownfields?



Technical Assistance to Br ownfields (TAB)
What is TAB?

▪ A national program funded by U.S. EPA 
▪ Services provided are FREE and tailored to address specific  

community needs
▪ Assist communities and tribes with the brownfield assessment, 

cleanup and redevelopment process
▪ Planning, environmental and economic development expertise
▪ Webinars, workshop, e-tools (e.g., BiT, TAB EZ) and online 

resources
▪ And much, much more…

University of Connect icut EPA Region 1
New Jersey Inst itute of Technology (NJ IT) EPA Regions 2 & 4
Mid-At lant ic TAB EPA Region 3

Kansas State University – EPARegions 5, 6, 7 & 8 
Center for Creat ive Land Recycling (CCLR) EPA Regions 9 & 10

Who are the TAB Service Providers?

https://cbi.engr.uconn.edu/
http://www.njit.edu/tab/index.php
https://wvbrownfields.org/
https://www.ksutab.org/contact/bystate
https://www.cclr.org/


KSU TAB Resour ces & Assistance 

Capacity 
Building

One-on-one 
Assistance 

Outreach 
& 

Education

All services are FREE

Services are provided by:
KSU TAB Staff & as needed, 

KSU TAB Partners

Three main categories of services

Empower communities to realize tangible change through engagement, education, tools and resources.​



Capacity 
Building

One-on-one 
Assistance 

Outreach 
& 

Education

• Workshops & Webinars 

• Presentations

• Laneshift’s Active Transportation 
Academy

• Brightfields Academy by Rocky Mountain 
Institute   

• Resources Database

KSU TAB Resour ces & Assistance 

https://www.ksutab.org/event/fall-2024-brightfields-academy
https://www.ksutab.org/resources
https://www.ksutab.org/event/fall-2024-brightfields-academy
https://laneshift.net/
https://www.ksutab.org/events


Wor kshops & 
Webinar s 
Want your community to know about 
Brownfields and other redevelopment 
resources?

KSU TAB can help you host an in-person 
workshop or a webinar! 

KSU can help you find speakers, take
registration, draft invitations, agendas, and 
more!



Pr esen tations
KSU Staff can present information about Brownfields to:
• City officials 
• Elected Leaders
• Regional Groups
• Public
• Focus Groups 

KSU Staff can present at:
• Town halls/Public meetings 
• Board meetings
• Focus Groups
• And lots more! 



Resour ces 
Database  



Capacity 
Building

One-on-one 
Assistance 

Outreach 
& 

Education

• Identify & Prioritize Sites

• Strategic Planning and Redevelopment 
Visioning 

• Market Analysis, Proformas, & Feasibility Studies

• Conceptual Renderings 

• Resource Roadmaps

• Technical Report Reviews 

• Help in contractor procurement

KSU TAB Resour ces & Assistance 



KSU TAB Par tner s & Resour ces
• Planners
• Developers
• Landscape Architects
• Designers
• Economists
• Scientists, Geologists
• Tribal Brownfields Funding and Resources
• Experts

• Real Estate Finance
• Healthfields
• Clean Energy
• Solid and Hazardous Waste
• Infrastructure and Transportation
• Historic Preservation
• Housing
• Environmental Justice and Equity



Community Engagement  
Act ivit ies



Be Beloit: Vision ing & River fr on t Redevelopm ent

Outcomes
• Redeveloping Chautauqua Park; emphasis on 

improving access
• Enhancing downtown civic space and 

infrastructure
• New branding and wayfinding strategy
• Extending the City’s trail network

Visioning for Downtown Revitalizat ion: Evaluate & analyze brownfields and 
underperforming sites, streetscapes, and connections to the adjacent Chautauqua Park 



Com m unity Vision ing Mar ysville
• Destination Depot

 reuse design concepts for the train depot site

• Marysville Rediscovered
 urban design strategies for redevelopment, 

connectivity, and way-finding 

• Resources Funding Roadmap
 funding strategies for priority short-term and 

long-term projects
 strategic considerations for competitive 

applications, typical funding ranges, required 
match amounts, timing concerns

 identifies key next steps for resources to 
support  community development, public 
safety, arts/culture, and infrastructure 
projects



Econom ic Developm ent Tools & Resour ces

• Feasibility Study

• Highest and Best Use Market Analysis

• Resource Roadmap

• Facilitate Resource Roundtables

• U.S. EPA Brownfields Grant Application Support

• Property Marketing Fact Sheets



Capacity 
Building

One-on-one 
Assistance 

Outreach 
& 

Education

• Brownfield Inventory Tool (Bit) 

• TAB EZ

• Platform for Exploring Environmental Records 

• Community Benefits Calculator

• RFP/RFQ Template and Review 

• MARC Grant reviews

KSU TAB Resour ces & Assistance 

https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/bit
https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/tabez
https://lattice.shinyapps.io/peer/


 Site details & information
 Structured to mirror the brownfields 

redevelopment process 
 Assessment, cleanup, institutional 

controls
 Redevelopment
 Upload photos and documents
 Funding Summary
 Import and Export data
 ACRES Interface

Br ownfields Inven tor y Tool (BiT)



TAB EZ
• Free and user friendly
• Collaborative 
• “Helpful Hints” for addressing grant criteria
• View Ranking Criteria and Evaluation 

Criteria side-by-side 

Grant  Writ ing Help



Platfor m  for  Explor ing Envir onm ental 
Recor ds (PEER)

• Helpful for identifying Brownfields
• Helps inform brownfields 

redevelopment
• Aggregates and displays publicly-

available environmental records
• Each record assigned a 

Revitalization Risk Rating



• Assist communities in evaluating 
potential reuse options for brownfields 
redevelopment and other real estate 
development projects.

• The CBC prompts the user to gather 
information and answer questions to 
as well as whether the project supports 
current public priorities.

• The CBC is not intended for use in 
making final decisions about projects.

Com m unity Benefits Calculator  



Requesting TAB Assistance

• Contact us or Answer a call for….
• We’ll set up a meeting to discuss 

assistance needs
• Review needs and TAB capability
• Agree on a course of action
• Get started



Contact In fo

Maggie Belanger

TAB Senior Director & Regional 
Director in EPA Regions 7 & 8 
maggiejessie@ksu.edu

785.532.0782

ksutab.org

Jacob Rohter

TAB Assistant Regional Director in 
EPA Region 7 
jrohter@ksu.edu

573.458.9322

Seth Mett ling

State of KS Brownfields Coordinator
Seth.Mettling@ks.gov

785.296.5519

mailto:maggiejessie@ksu.edu
mailto:jrohter@ksu.edu


ksutab.org

Thank You
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