Frequently Asked Questions 
MBE/WBE/ DBE/ACDB Certification

Kansas State Certification Program – Frequently Asked Questions
Q1. Why should I get my business certified?
Certification may increase your chances of securing contracts or procurement opportunities, especially on projects that have goals for minority-, women-, or disadvantaged-owned businesses.
Q2. Is there a fee to get certified?
No, there is no cost to apply for State of Kansas certification.
Q3. Does the State of Kansas Certification Program follow any specific regulations?
Yes. The program follows USDOT 49 CFR Part 26, supplemented by SBA Size Standard Regulation 13 CFR Part 121.
Q4. What certifications are offered by the State of Kansas?
· The Kansas Department of Commerce offers:
• Minority Business Enterprise (MBE)
• Woman Business Enterprise (WBE)
· The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) offers:
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
• Airport Concession Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (ACDBE)
Q5. Where can I obtain an application for MBE and WBE certification?
Applications are available through our secure online portal:
👉 kansascommerce.my.salesforce-sites.com/MWBD
Select "Start a New Application" to begin.
Q6. Where can I apply for DBE/ACDBE certification?
DBE and ACDBE certifications are administered exclusively by KDOT’s Office of Civil Rights.
As of May 9, 2024, DBE certification is limited to businesses currently contracted for, or actively pursuing, work related to highway construction or transportation projects.
Q7. How long does the certification process take?
Typically, 30 to 90 days from the date all required documentation is received.
Q8. If I own multiple businesses, can each be certified?
Yes. Each business must apply separately and meet eligibility requirements individually.
Q9. Do I need employees to qualify for certification?
No. A sole proprietor with no employees may still qualify.
Q10. Who needs to attend the onsite interview during the process?
The majority owner of the business is required to attend the onsite review.
Q11. My business is based out of state—can I still get certified in Kansas?
Yes, but your business must first be certified in your home state.
Q12. Do I need to wait three years before applying for certification?
No. Startups are welcome to apply. However, you must demonstrate that you have the knowledge, experience, and resources to perform the work listed in your application.
Q13. Will I need to submit documents again after I’m certified?
Yes. Each year, certified businesses must submit:
· An Annual Affidavit of Eligibility
· The business’s Federal Tax Return or an official tax Extension
Q14. Where can I find open State of Kansas solicitations?
Visit: https://www.admin.ks.gov/offices/procurement-and-contracts
Click "Bidding & Contract" and then select "Bidder Registration."
Q15. Does Kansas have set goals for contracting with women- or minority-owned businesses?
Currently, the State of Kansas does not have formal goals. However, federally funded projects, such as those through KDOT, often do. These goals primarily apply to DBE-certified firms.
Q16. Is there a reciprocal certification process for businesses certified by other agencies?
Not officially. However, we will accept a copy of your original application and supporting documents submitted to the other certifying entity. We may also request a copy of your onsite review and follow up for additional information if needed.
Q17. Can franchises be certified?
Franchises are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. The majority owner must demonstrate control over daily operations and decision-making authority. A copy of the franchise agreement will be required.
Q18. Does my certification expire?
Certification does not expire; however, it must be updated every three years to confirm ongoing eligibility.
Q19.  I am currently certified in my Jurisdiction of Certification as a DBE. 
	Due to the new DBE Final Rule the 49 CFR states that all DBEs must be transportation related
AND related to working on transportation projects. However, if you qualify as a minority Business or Woman owned Business you can apply for interstate certification as an MBE or WBE. The Department of Commerce handles these certifications. 



