
SEED Grant FAQ 
 

I’ve applied for SEED before but can’t log into my account to apply for SEED 4.0. Can you help 
me log in? The SEED 4.0 application is in a new platform! You will need to make a new account 
in Salesforce to apply for the grant. 

How do I show proof of good standing with the Secretary of State and Tax Clearance for the 
application? The Kansas Department of Commerce requires that applicants are in good 
standing with the Kansas Secretary of State (SOS) and able to provide a Tax Clearance 
Certificate, unless exempt. All applicants, except hospitals, libraries and government entities, 
must provide a Tax Clearance Certificate from Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR). Use the 
Kansas Secretary of State Business Entity Search and take a screenshot of your standing. All 
applicants except hospitals, libraries, and government entities must provide a current Tax 
Clearance Certificate from KDOR at the time of submission. 

Why are some Kansas counties not eligible for SEED? The eligible counties were selected when 
the SEED program was created by the Kansas legislature in 2021. The eligible counties for SEED 
are counties were actively participating to the Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) program at that 
time.  

Can only one SEED grant be awarded per county? Yes, so we encourage you to collaborate if 
you know of other applications being submitted in your county. 

Can my community apply for SEED if a neighboring town in my county received the grant last 
year? Yes, if your town has not received SEED in the last year, you are eligible to apply but only 
one application can be awarded per county in each round of SEED. 

If we apply for three projects can each project in our application receive $25,000? You can 
apply for up to three projects but the maximum funding for the whole grant award cannot 
exceed $25,000 total. The grant award of $25,000 or less would need to be distributed across 
those three projects.  

Can other grants be used as match money? Other grants can be used as matching dollars if 
they are not Office of Rural Prosperity grant funds.  

What’s the payment schedule for grant funds if awarded? The payments are disbursed in two 
installments. The first payment (50% of the total grant) is paid after the grant agreement is fully 
signed and executed. The second payment (50% of the total grant) is paid upon reaching the 
50% project complete mark. 

Do SEED grants affect eligibility for any other Commerce grants? The only other program 
whose eligibility is affected by receiving a SEED grant is the Towns grant, but the award amount 
for that program is smaller. 

https://www.sos.ks.gov/eforms/BusinessEntity/Search.aspx
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/taxclearance.html
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/taxclearance.html


Would a shared commercial kitchen project be eligible for the food retail category? Yes, as 
long as it meets the following definition of shared commercial kitchen. A professional food 
preparation facility that provides commercial-grade equipment, space, and utilities to multiple 
food businesses or entrepreneurs, allowing them to produce and sell food without the high cost 
of maintaining their own standalone kitchen. Also known as a commissary kitchen, these 
facilities are rented on an hourly, daily, or monthly basis and offer a flexible and cost-effective 
solution for food startups, food trucks, caterers, and other food businesses. All use of shared 
commercial kitchens must comply with applicable licensing, permitting, and regulatory 
requirements. 

 


