KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

PROJECT BRIEF,

Project Name: Augusta Industrial Parks Utility Modernization and

Business Expansion Project
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Project Summary
D-J Engineering is undertaking a major expansion to
meet increasing demand from aerospace contracts, with
plans to add 300 new manufacturing jobs in the near
term and scale to more than 600 positions within the
next decade. This growth represents one of the most
significant industrial employment increases in Augusta’s
history and is essential to the city’s long-term economic
competitiveness. However, Augusta’s existing electric
infrastructure was at capacity and not designed to
support the increased industrial load associated with this
expansion. Without upgrades, D-J Engineering’s
expansion and Augusta’s broader ability to recruit and
retain industrial employers was at risk. The project
delivered a new electric substation, 69kV transmission
line, and dedicated industrial feeder circuit.
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Goals and Objectives

Goal: Expand industrial production capacity to support job
growth and long-term economic development.

Goal: Strengthen essential utility infrastructure to ensure
reliable service for current and future industrial operations.
Goal: Position Augusta as a competitive destination for
advanced manufacturing investment.

Objective: Acquire capital equipment essential to D-]
Engineering operations.

Objective: Install a new electric substation engineered to
industrial load standards and positioned to allow parallel
service to multiple users in Augusta’s industrial corridor.
Objective: Extend and connect a 69kV high-voltage
transmission line to provide a redundant power supply and
ensure uninterrupted operation during peak demand or
grid disruptions.

Objective: Install a dedicated industrial feeder circuit to
isolate high-load users from the broader municipal grid,
improving reliability and preventing voltage fluctuation

Location
Augusta, Kansas
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impacts on sensitive manufacturing equipment.
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Budget Overview
« Grant: $4,000,000.00
« Match: $1,363,629.81
« Total Budget: $5,363,629.81

Expense Categories:

» Engineering: $80,000

» Construction: $3,558,589
« Contingencies: $340,311
-
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Activities and Timeline

Q4 2022 - Q1 2023: Capital equipment purchased;
preparing bid specifications for the dirt work.

Q3 2023: Accept bid for transformer

Q1 2024 - Q4 20254 installation of a new dedicated
electric circuit between the City's electric plant and the
nearby industrial park.

Q1 2025: Complete construction of new cooling towers
for the electric plant generators
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Target Population

Current and future manufacturing workers in
Augusta and the surrounding region, particularly
individuals seeking skilled, high-wage
employment. Small businesses in retail, services,
and trades benefit directly from increased payroll
circulation tied to industrial job growth. Finally, the
upgraded utility infrastructure will allow Augusta to
recruit additional employers.

Outcomes

The project supports continued job retention and
expansion efforts at D-J Engineering by providing
the infrastructure capacity necessary for growth.
The company anticipates adding new positions
over the next several years as production scales
to meet new and existing aerospace and defense
contracts. Upgraded electric infrastructure
improves reliability, increases system
redundancy, and ensures that existing operations
remain secure from service disruptions. The
project remains vital for preserving current
employment and enabling future industrial
development within Augusta’s industrial corridor.

Sustainability

This project is designed for long-term durability
without dependence on ongoing subsidy. D-]
Engineering does not rely on tax abatements or
incentives, meaning all job growth associated with
the expansion will immediately contribute to the
local tax base. The utility upgrades are city-owned
public assets with multi-decade service life and

/

minimal operational cost.
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Grantee Information

Augusta is a growing manufacturing hub located in
the Wichita metropolitan region, known for its
strategic access to aerospace supply chains, strong
public infrastructure, and commitment to workforce
retention. Augusta serves as a key industrial
employment center for Butler County and the state
of Kansas. D-J Engineering, founded in 1976 and
headquartered in Augusta, is a nationally
recognized aerospace and defense manufacturer
producing advanced metal and composite
\components.

Contact Information

For any queries or additional information,
please contact

Josh Shaw, City Manager

+316-775-4510 jshaw@augustagov.org
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