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Project Name: Wichita Riverfront Improvements

Grant Program: BASE Project Date: June 26, 2022 - June 25, 2025

Project Summary

Goals and Objectives

BASE funds supported the Wichita Riverfront
Improvements project, which enhances public
infrastructure along the west bank of the Arkansas
River adjacent to the new Equity Bank Park
(Riverfront Stadium) in downtown Wichita. The
project includes pedestrian-focused riverfront
enhancements and a sky bridge connecting the
stadium to a new high-end hotel. These
improvements are designed to promote walkability,
improve river access, and strengthen connectivity
between major downtown assets. The
development supports a mixed-use district
featuring retail, lodging, and professional space—
anchoring a vibrant urban riverfront destination
that complements the recently completed Equity
Bank Park.

Goal: Strengthen Wichita’s economic vitality
through strategic riverfront development.
Goal: Support tourism and workforce retention
by creating a dynamic, connected downtown
destination.
Goal: Stimulate private investment and expand
the city’s commercial base.
Objective: Construct essential public
infrastructure, including sea wall along the river
edge, pedestrian walkways, and lighting.
Objective: Facilitate the development of a
150+ room full-service hotel.
Objective: Create a cohesive pedestrian
mobility network linking the stadium, riverfront,
and cultural attractions.

Budget Overview

Location
Wichita, Kansas

Grant: $5,000,000
Match: $2,335,475
Total Budget: $7,335,475 

Expense Categories:
Construction: $6,493,076
Non-Construction: $842,399

THE
Activities and Timeline
Q1 2024 - Q1 2025: Hotel, mixed-use, and
riverbank design work
Q1 2024 - Q2 2025: Site work



Contact Information

CI

For any queries or additional information,
please contact

Paul Gunzelman, City Engineer

pgunzelman@wichita.gov(316) 295-9738

Outcomes

SEPTEMBER 10, 2025

The project is expected to catalyze continued
downtown revitalization by creating new jobs,
attracting private investment, and enhancing the
city’s tourism economy. Upon completion, it will
generate over 50 new permanent positions in
hospitality and office sectors, drive increased
visitor spending, and strengthen Wichita’s appeal
as a destination for both leisure and business
travelers. The riverfront improvements will
extend the benefits of over $1.5 billion in recent
downtown investments, providing long-term
economic and community returns.

Grantee Information
As Kansas’s largest city and regional economic hub,
Wichita has a long history of advancing
transformative public projects that drive economic
growth, enhance quality of life, and strengthen
community connections. The City plays a central
role in developing and maintaining vital
infrastructure, supporting business development,
and fostering public-private partnerships that
encourage investment and innovation. 

CI

Sustainability
The project is designed for long-term economic
sustainability through strategic partnerships,
sound planning, and enduring public benefit. As
owner and lead partner, the City of Wichita is
committed to maintaining the infrastructure and
ensuring it remains a vital community asset. 

Target Population
Wichita residents, visitors, and regional employers
that rely on high-quality hospitality and
professional amenities to attract clients and
workforce talent. Additionally, more than 500,000
annual stadium visitors and the broader South
Central Kansas community will benefit from
improved public access and connectivity along the
riverfront.


