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Project Name: Hilmar Cheese Manufacturing Facility 

Grant Program: Legislative Project Date: Jul 2022 - Jun 2025

Project Summary Goals and Objectives
Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc., based in
California, successfully launched operations at
its new state-of-the-art manufacturing facility
in Dodge City, Kansas. The project represents
a capital investment of more than $600
million, including $35 million in economic
development grant funding to support
infrastructure components essential to the
facility’s construction and operation.

Goal: Leverage Kansas’ agricultural base and
skilled workforce to expand dairy operations
footprint and meet product demands.

Objective: Construct new facility in Kansas
to produce commercial cheese blocks for
wholesale distribution.

Budget Overview

Location
Dodge City, Kansas

Target Population
The target population of the grant is the
Kansas workforce and agricultural community,
particularly skilled laborers in Dodge City and
surrounding areas who benefit from new,
high-quality employment opportunities as well
as local and regional dairy producers who gain
expanded market access through Hilmar’s milk
sourcing and processing operations.

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc. is one of the
world’s largest cheese and whey ingredient
manufacturers, producing high-quality dairy
products for global markets with a strong focus
on innovation and sustainability.

Budget: $35,000,000.00

Expense Categories:
Equipment: $35,000,000.00
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Sustainability

For any queries or additional information,
please contact

Project Owner: Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc.

info@hilmarcheese.com+209-667-6076

Activities and Timeline

Outcomes

OCTOBER 7, 2025

2021: Hilmar Cheese Company announced
plans to construct a new cheese and whey
protein processing facility in Dodge City, KS

2022: Site preparation and construction
began. Equipment purchases made, including
grant funded equipment.

2023–2024: Major construction, equipment
installation, and workforce recruitment were
complete, including grant funded equipment. 

Early 2025: The facility became fully
operational, marking the start of cheese
production and protein processing.

March 2025: Ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Hilmar Cheese Company project is
sustainable beyond the grant period
because it is anchored by a profitable,
long-term private sector operation with
built-in economic and environmental
resilience. As one of the world’s largest
cheese and whey producers, Hilmar
generates consistent income through
national and international sales of its dairy
products.

The facility currently has approximately 250
positions and continues to hire employees,
offering competitive wages, benefits, and
training to strengthen the regional economy.


