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December 10,
2025, closes
February 20, 2026
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Rural Champions Round 3

Intent:

The Rural Champion Program creates a network of grassroots champions tackling a critical need for their
rural community by providing them with strategic training, compensation and resource connections.

Description:

As outlined in the Power Up and Go report, a partnership between Kansas Sampler Foundation and the
Office of Rural Prosperity, this initiative makes incredible strides in tackling critical public needs in rural
communities and building capacity. Such a need was identified by over one hundred rural champions
under the age of 40 as something that would move the needle for rural prosperity. So many champions
are volunteers, passionate about their communities, and cannot afford to take on a community project
without receiving a stipend. The Rural Program removes the funding gap for those passionate rural
dwellers and pairs them with a community organization with similar goals to help tackle a meaningful
project.
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https://kansassampler.org/

Rural Champions Round 3

Ellglble Applicants:

Counties with a population of 40,000 or less
e Units of local government

e Economic/Community Development and Tourism
non-profits (501c3 or 501c6)

* Federally recognized tribes

e Community Foundations and Non-profit
Organizations

* Main Street Organizations

e Other community organizations can apply for this
grant to help pay the wages of a champion
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Rural Champions Round 3

Funding:
* Stipend grant of $20,800 (20 hours/week @ $20/hour)

» Stipends are reimbursed on a quarterly basis with documentation of match
* Implementation grant of $25,000 awarded for project support

Match requirements:

* Match of $5,200 required — can be a mix of in-kind and cash

* Applicant must provide
* Office space can count as an in-kind match
* Office equipment, purchased equipment can count towards cash
* Cash match to cover travel expenses for quarterly Champion trainings
* Applicants who also provide a cash match to increase the hours or pay of the ﬂ
Champion are encouraged, but not required
* Examples of other matches can include

* QOrganization memberships for the Champion
* Expenses paid to support the work of the Champion
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Rural Champions Round 3
Eligible project examples:

* Placemaking/Beautification
e Health & Wellness

* Entrepreneurship

* Workforce Development

e Economic and/or Community Development
* Grocery / Food Access

* Trail systems

* Unique Childcare Solutions

e Other projects a community or organization has identified
as a critical need, but struggling to make progress
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Rural Champions Round 3

Project Timeline:
* Applications close February 20, 2026

 Announcements will be made in April 2026

e Rural Champions cohort begin May 2026

* Training for Champions tentatively scheduled the 1st week of May

e Quarterly trainings will be scheduled throughout the grant year — In person

* Draft project summaries and implementation grant proposals due end of November 2026
* January 2027 Implementation projects begin

* April 2027 Final meeting and project summaries due

 Completion of Implementation Grants no later than May 2028

KANSAS £

CommenceE KANSAS



Rural Champions Round 3

Application notes:

* The Rural Champion must be selected as
part of the completed application

* They should acknowledge understanding
that travel will be required by the Champion
and can be used as match.

e Quarterly reports must be completed in
timely manner to receive wage
reimbursements.
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Rural Champions Round 3
Salesforce Tutorials - Register an account

Navigate to https://kansascommerce.my.site.com/Grants/s/login
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscribehow.com%2Fviewer%2FHow_to_Create_an_Account_in_the_Kansas_Commerce_Grant_Portal__yKXvF-vFRlK78weCjoBTBw&data=05%7C02%7CKelli.Hansen%40ks.gov%7C6e1d192e812f479af7df08de3cdc6770%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C639015114488830289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A9kY0jzjXeVsqlqQr3lJR9YxuECHBZt1q%2ByM%2FMzJVrM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscribehow.com%2Fviewer%2FHow_to_Create_an_Account_in_the_Kansas_Commerce_Grant_Portal__yKXvF-vFRlK78weCjoBTBw&data=05%7C02%7CKelli.Hansen%40ks.gov%7C6e1d192e812f479af7df08de3cdc6770%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C639015114488830289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A9kY0jzjXeVsqlqQr3lJR9YxuECHBZt1q%2ByM%2FMzJVrM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscribehow.com%2Fviewer%2FHow_to_Create_an_Account_in_the_Kansas_Commerce_Grant_Portal__yKXvF-vFRlK78weCjoBTBw&data=05%7C02%7CKelli.Hansen%40ks.gov%7C6e1d192e812f479af7df08de3cdc6770%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C639015114488830289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A9kY0jzjXeVsqlqQr3lJR9YxuECHBZt1q%2ByM%2FMzJVrM%3D&reserved=0

Rural Champions Round 3
Salesforce Tutorials - Apply for the grant

Non-Funding Programs Tax Credits Receriifications Reporting Account Relationships Other Programs
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For technical support, email kdc_salesforce.admin@ks.gov with the program name in the subject, a brief activity description, and any error messages or screenshots.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can save your progress on the application draft. To revisit your draft application, click “My Applications” in the upper lefthand corner of Salesforce and select the draft you would like to continue work on.
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Rural Champions Round 3

Application checklist:

* Resume of Selected Champion

* Letters of Support

* W-9 Form

e Sexual Harassment Policy Form

* OPC Form

* Photos

* Screenshot of Good Standing with the Secretary of State
* Tax Clearance



Rural Champions Round 3

Proof of Good Standing Tax Clearance

Business ID Purchase Certified Copies

All applicants except hospitals, libraries,
and government entities must provide a
current Tax Clearance Certificate from

Formation Date KDOR at the time of submission.

Jurisdiction Kansas

Business Name

Type

Please note: This can take up to 48 hours

Status Active and in Good Standing

to receive the certificate back from
Principal Office KDOR, SO dO thIS early!

Address Update Online

City, State Zip
Country United States of America

Resident Agent Name

Registered Office
Address
City, State Zip

Last Reporting Year
Next Report Due Date

Forfeiture Date




Rural Champions Round 3

Full information can be found at:
www.kansascommerce.gov/orp/ruralchampions

A recording of today's meeting will be added to this website for
future reference.

Office Hours will be scheduled for Tuesdays at 11am beginning
January 6, 2026 - February 17, 2026.
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2023 & 2025 #RuralChampions locations
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Trisha Purdon Kelli Hansen
Director, Office of Rural Prosperity Grassroots Strategy Developer
Kansas Department of Commerce C: 785-230-9857

¥ K | |
N 107 72 N. Penn, Suite 2AB Kelli.Hansen@ks.gov
Independence, KS 67301

A
K A N S AS C. 785-289-3763 www.KansasCommerce.gov/ORP
Trisha.Purdon@ks.gov
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